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IN SUCCESSFUL COMPANIES, CONTINUOUS ACHIEVEMENT
IS DRIVEN BY INNOVATION & UNDERSTANDING. CREATING A
PRODUCT OR PROCESS IS ONLY A FIRST STEP - MAINTAINING
THE MOMENTUM OF PROGRESS AND SUCCESS OVER MANY
YEARS REQUIRES A DEMANDING SET OF DISCIPLINES.

Fold Fold Fold

LEE Filters
Central Way
Walworth Industrial Estate 
Andover
Hampshire, SP10 5AN
UK

T: + 44 (0) 1264 366245   
F: + 44 (0) 1264 355058  
e-mail: sales@leefilters.com 
www.leefilters.com
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an investment in
the future

Answering the need for a better product
It was the demand from the movie production industry for something better that
originally led to the birth of LEE Filters, and in the subsequent forty years, our
company has always prided itself on designing and producing products that are
truly better than anything else available. 

Back in the late 1960s, leading Cinematographer David Holmes gathered research
and manufacturing expertise from around the globe, and pioneered the use of
modern polymeric materials to make filters for film and TV production, theatres
and entertainment venues. Our expertise and experience in film and theatre
lighting subsequently led us to expand into other areas, including a complete
range of filters for architectural use, both indoors and out.

Quality is everything
Filters select particular colours of light by absorbing and attenuating parts of the
spectrum, and consistent and repeatable performance is vital to the user. 
The whole filter making process is carried out at our factory in Andover, the
company's UK headquarters, so that we have full control of the quality of all the
raw materials, and can ensure that the coating process is carried out to meticulous
quality standards.

021

Directors of Photography worldwide
rely on the consistent and repeatable
performance of LEE Filters.
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Guarding a reputation
We rapidly gained our reputation as the world's
leading manufacturer of lighting filter products, but
we have only maintained that jealously guarded
position over the decades by investing heavily in
research. The production of lighting filters is both an
art and a science, and we work closely with the film-
making artists and bring the latest scientific
developments to bear on making the wishes of these
artists come true. 

The Film-makers' Choice
Our never ending passion for providing the best
possible product has led us to become the supplier
of choice, to leading film and TV programme makers
around the world. Countless movies have been lit
using LEE Filters, and many companies wouldn't
dream of using anything else, recognising that the
results of investing in a movie can be significantly
enhanced by choosing the world's best filters.

Making a rewarding investment
The company culture is one of continuous research
and development, always searching for newer and
better materials and more effective manufacturing
techniques and processes. This culture, backed by
significant investments in machinery, ensures that 
we provide the ultimate in performance, availability,
reliability and longevity.
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From the haunted house to the roller coaster,
theme parks worldwide have always
depended on the endless effects created
with LEE Filters. 
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Keeping control - Everything under one roof 
Our manufacturing facility is known worldwide as the source of the world's highest
quality lighting filters. The site is home to our Research and Development
Laboratory, where expert scientists and technicians have been responsible for
much of the improvement in filter technology over recent decades. Our exacting
quality control ensures that lighting directors can rely on filters that exhibit
consistent colour performance.

The need for continuous R&D
Long-term improvements in filter design and technology have come about
because we have developed a deep understanding of the scientific and technical
principles which impact on filter performance. The relationships between light
sources and filters are often complex, and need an expert knowledge of both the
physics of illumination and of materials science, together with long experience of
what actually works practically on a 'shoot'. 

Nothing stands still in lighting and filter technology, and our researchers have to
ensure that they stay at the cutting-edge of new developments in the materials
which are the basis of the filters, and that they understand the key implications of
new lighting technologies and techniques that are coming along.

technical excellence

079



7

Branching out
Our experience and expertise in film and theatre
lighting has enabled us to branch out into designing
and making filters for various 'architectural' lighting
applications. These include the popular 
coloured fluorescent sleeves, a clear polycarbonate
sleeve with a coloured polyester insert. Available in a
wide range of colours, these are used by architects in
shopping malls, restaurants, clubs, bars and hotel
buildings around the world.

We also make glass filters with a dichroic coating for
MR16 and PAR16 lights which are increasingly being
used for ambient lighting. Filters for these tiny lamps,
which provide a lot of heat as well as light, have
traditionally used strong colours, which are often
unsuitable for homes and offices. Our research team
have come up with a whole range of filters with very
pale, subtle colours which remove the harsh pure
whites from a room, without giving a strong unwanted
colour wash. 

Every LEE Filter is carefully designed to fulfil a
specific function, and its parameters are precisely
adjusted to suit the need of the user. Sophisticated
technical measurement and monitoring equipment,
including computer-controlled spectrophotometers,
are used not only during the manufacturing process,
but also to check that every filter leaving the factory
meets the precise parameters to which it was designed.

A policy of continuous
improvement

Filter manufacturing entails the use of high precision
machinery to coat a fast-moving roll of polyester film
with a precise accurate thickness of dyestuff. The
company has invested in new plant as required, to
ensure that it produces nothing less than the best.
The complex machinery, much of which has actually
been designed by or for LEE Filters, is carefully
maintained and operated by skilled technicians, many
of whom are proud to have been part of the LEE
Filters success story for many years.

Because everything is effectively under one roof, we
can ensure that all aspects of design and production
are constantly under control, and complete records
exist of every filter that we have ever made since the
factory opened. 
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From Broadway to the West End
and from the stage to the box office
LEE Filters provide the tools to get
the job done.

Theatre productions rely on LEE Filters,
who can advise on the best filtering
solutions for different stage plays 
and musicals.


